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Holy Week in Stained Glass 
 

                          
 

These two windows can be seen on either side of the altar at St. John’s. On the left starting at the 
bottom left and moving clockwise are: the triumphal entry of Palm Sunday, the Last Supper, praying 
in the Garden of Gethsemane, Roman soldier mocking Jesus, Pilate washing his hands, and Judas 
betraying Jesus with a kiss. On the right are scenes from the Crucifixion. This is the heart of the story 
we will be sharing during Holy Week. 



 
2 

 

 

FROM THE RECTOR 
 

Pulling Out All the Stops 
 

You’ve probably heard the expression 
“pulling out all the stops.” It’s a wonderful 
phrase meaning to make all possible effort 
to achieve something. To pull out all the 
stops is to use every available resource to 
make something a smashing success.  
 

The term derives from the world of music; 
specifically organ music. To “pull out all 
the stops” literally refers to an organist 
pulling out all the knobs on the console so 
that the organ can play to its maximum 
volume and capacity. By pulling out all the 
stops, every rank of pipes is opened to its 
fullest air flow. 
 

While there will surely be moments that 
Buffy Gray, our fabulous organist-
choirmaster, will do just this in the coming 
days, this is also our basic approach to Lent 
and Holy Week at St. John’s. We will pull 
out all the stops musically and liturgically 
and homiletically as we enter into the heart 
of the Christian story.  
 

There is nothing more transformative than 
taking this journey together and I 
encourage you to participate as fully as 
possible this year. There’s a reason your 
parish clergy get so jazzed about Holy 
Week — it is the fullest expression of what 
it means to be a Christian. There is drama 
and ritual and passion and a feast for the 
senses as we gather to tell the story of 
salvation. There are symbols of fire and 
water and bread and wine — basic 
elements of God’s creation that are 
sanctified and made holy by our presence 
in God’s name. There is temptation and 
triumph, betrayal and intimacy, pain and 
grief, wholeness and victory. 

 
The paschal mystery that makes up the 
death and resurrection of Jesus is what 
gives us our very identity as Christian 
people. And this, friends, is worth pulling 
out all the stops for. It is worth making the 
small sacrifice to attend the liturgies and to 
walk this journey of faith, hope, and love. 
 

From Palm Sunday to Maundy Thursday to 
Good Friday to Easter Eve, these are the 
moments that mark us as Christ’s own as 
we move from the Triumphal Entry to the 
Upper Room to the Cross to the 
Resurrection. This movement is what 
defines us and gives meaning and purpose 
to our lives.  
 

We will indeed pull out all the stops during 
Holy Week and Easter. Consider this your 
invitation to the party. It’s not always an 
easy journey but you will come out the 
other side refreshed, renewed, and re-
christened in divine relationship. Full 
participation is a small investment that will 
enrich you and spill abundant love all over 
your daily life.  
 

Come friends. The holiest time of the year 
draws nigh. 
 

In Christ, 
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2017 HOLY WEEK and EASTER SCHEDULE 
 

WEEKDAYS OF HOLY WEEK 
Morning Prayer is offered at 8:45 am throughout Holy Week. 

 
PALM SUNDAY: SUNDAY OF THE PASSION – April 9 

  8:00 am – Holy Eucharist, Rite I with the Blessing of the Palms. 
10:00 am – Holy Eucharist, Rite II with the Blessing of the Palms, 

Procession and a Dramatic Reading of the Passion. 
  5:00 pm—Liturgy of the Palms—S.W.5 

 
WEDNESDAY OF HOLY WEEK (Spy Wednesday) – April 12 

10:00 am – Holy Eucharist 
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY – April 13 
6:45 pm – Contemplative Supper in Upper Weld Hall  
7:30 pm – Holy Eucharist of the Last Supper with Foot Washing 

and the Stripping of the Altar. 
   9:00 pm – The Watch takes place in the Chapel until midnight. 
 

GOOD FRIDAY – April 14 
12:00 pm – Spoken Liturgy of the Day 
  2:00 pm -  Stations of the Cross (Glastonbury Abbey) 
  4:00 pm – Children’s Good Friday Service 
  7:30 pm – The Solemn Liturgy of Good Friday with sung Passion 

and Communion from the Reserved Sacrament. 
 

HOLY SATURDAY– April 15 
10:00 am – Liturgy of the Day 

 
THE GREAT VIGIL OF EASTER – April 15 

  7:30 pm - The Great Paschal Vigil with The First Eucharist of Easter, 
followed by a Champagne & Jelly Bean Reception! 

 
EASTER DAY: SUNDAY OF THE RESURRECTION– April 16 

  7:30 am – Holy Eucharist, Rite I with hymns. 
  9:00 am – Holy Eucharist, Rite II with Children’s Choir. 

Easter Egg hunt between the services. 
11:00 am – Festival Holy Eucharist, Rite II with St. John’s Choir. 

 
Look for the booklet An Introduction to the Liturgies of Holy Week at church or online for a full 

explanation of these special services and specifics on how we conduct them at St. John’s. 
 
 
 



CURATE’S CORNER  

A Few Words on Holy Week 
 

It is not hyperbole to say that Holy Week is 
the reason I am a Christian. Most of the 
transformative religious experiences I have 
had inside of a church are associated with 
those sacred liturgies. When I was a 
teenager I was selected to have my feet 
washed by the priest during the service and 
I can still feel the echoes of the spiritual 
impact that had upon me. Also, my mother 
used to drag me out of the house at 11 pm 
on that Maundy Thursday evening to 
participate in the watch of the Blessed 
Sacrament at the altar of repose, and it was 
there, alone in a half-lit church watching 
with our Lord in Gethsemane that I had my 
first undeniable experience of God’s 
presence with me. And on Good Friday, no 
matter what else was going on, we would 
walk the stations of the Cross at Noon and 
this remains, to this day, one of my favorite 
liturgical exercises. 
 

When I got older and was living on my 
own, Holy Week remained the cornerstone 
of my faith. Our church in Philadelphia had 
a three-hour service on Good Friday full of 
prayer, hymns and quiet reflection and I 
remember sitting through the entire thing 
as I reckoned with the deep and personal 
call I was feeling to pursue a priestly 
vocation. 
 

More recently, while I was in seminary, I 
was given the great honor of singing with 
the Brothers of the Society of St. John the 
Evangelist at their Good Friday service 
which steeped me in the solemnity of the 
day in ways I had never known before. And 
finally, just this past year, as we baptized 
two boys at the Easter Vigil service and I 
witnessed their genuine shock and delight 
as we dramatically switched from darkness 
to light with the flick of a switch, I  
 
 

 
experienced through them the true joy of 
Easter. 
 

I know there are all sorts of practical 
concerns that inhibit one’s attendance at 
Holy Week services. Maundy Thursday is, 
unavoidably, a Thursday which is often the 
busiest night of the week in most 
households. Good Friday, this year, offers 
the tempting chance to take off on April 
vacation a day early, and the Easter Vigil 
can seem like a lot to ask given that you’re 
probably coming to church the next 
morning anyways. I recognize all this. But 
having had so many of my formative 
religious experiences during Holy Week, I 
long for something like that to happen to 
each of you. The emotional intensity, 
supplemented by the liturgical beauty and 
drama of these few days makes for an even 
more meaningful Easter Sunday; a fuller 
and more transformative experience of the 
joys of The Resurrection. 
 

For what Holy Week makes palpable, 
through emotion and ritual, is just how 
wondrous God’s love for us is. If you can 
really feel the betrayal Jesus must have felt 
in the Upper Room or in that garden, if you 
can gaze with tears upon the physical 
torture endured on the Cross and allow 
yourself to sit in the dark void of Holy 
Saturday before we switch on the lights, 
and all the while hold in your heart the 
understanding that Jesus went through this 
all for YOU, a few hours of your time starts 
to feel like a small price to pay in return. 
 

I wish I could communicate to you in 
words how strongly I feel this, but all I can 
say is that it is this level of divine love that 
made me give my life and, eventually, my 
career to Christ. 
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There is no greater love than this, the love 
we are shown and celebrate in this holiest 
of weeks. It is a love I invite you to 
experience through any of our Holy Week 
liturgies and offerings and 
a love I hope impacts you in such a way 
that you can know in your heart what it 
means to say, “He is risen.”  
 

Yours in Christ, 

Fr. Noah Van Niel 
 
��������������������������� 

 

Sunday School News 
 

We are wrapping up the Lenten season and 
looking forward to Easter, unburying the 
Alleluias, and some warmer weather! I 
hope families enjoyed “Lent in a Bag” and 
that it helped with observing the season. 
Thank you to everyone who participated in 
the food drive! We will be delivering the 
food to a local food pantry with the help of 
some of our kids on April 9th. Please advise 
if you’d like to participate in the delivery.  
 

The annual St. John’s Easter Egg Hunt will 
take place Easter Sunday, April 16, 
immediately after the 9:15 am. service. We 
would love to have help with this event! 
Simply stuff 50 plastic eggs with nut-free 
candy and return them to Alexis 
MacElhiney's office prior to Easter 
weekend.  In addition, we could use some 
help with the hiding of the eggs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please contact Kelly Powers at 
kelly.powers@gmail.com if you’d like to 
assist with either egg contribution or egg 
hiding. Thanks so much! 
 

��������������������������� 

 

Palm Sunday 
 

Palm Sunday marks the beginning of Holy 
Week, occurring this year on April 9. The 
liturgy begins with the reading from 
Matthew’s gospel of Jesus’ triumphal entry 
into the city of Jerusalem amidst shouts of 
“Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in 
the name of the Lord.” Riding astride a 
lowly beast of burden is a sign of his 
humility.  
 

The story of the Passion is read from 
Matthew’s gospel recounting his trial 
before Pontius Pilate; being mocked and 
scourged and then hung on a cross to die. 
The mood shifts from his heroic welcome 
only to be tried as a common criminal and 
put to death in the space of a few days. The 
windows on either side of the high altar 
depict scenes of each important event of 
Holy Week. See if you can identify them. 
 

There was once a Palm Sunday tradition at 
Saint John’s of having someone perched on 
a paper mâché donkey being rolled down 
the aisle in procession. Alas, the poor beast 
was loaned to a church in Boston and it has 
never been seen again. No one knows what 
happened to it. 
 

Fr. Robert Edson 
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St. John the Evangelist Outreach Supported 
Organizations and Efforts 

 

In support of the excellent education series that has been taking place at the church during 
Lent, below is a partial list of poverty and hunger focused organizations and efforts that the 
Outreach Committee is currently supporting. Many of these organizations also have 
opportunities for volunteers. In particular, the B-Safe Summer Program at the church is now 
being planned and will require a number of volunteers.  Please contact Outreach Chair Mark 
Banion if you would like to learn more. 

• Blue Hills Healthy Families  

• Epiphany School  

• Episcopal Relief and Development (ERD) 

• Friends of the Homeless of the South Shore 

• Hingham Interfaith Pantry  

• St. Stephen’s Youth Programs  

• Wellspring  

• Appalachia Service Project  

• B-Safe St. Stephen’s Summer Program  

• Laundry Love  

• Quincy Family Resource Center  

 
 
 
 

Upcoming Events/Meetings…Mark Your Calendars… 
 

April… 

• 13 - Maundy Thursday – Simple Soup/Bread Supper at 6:45 pm in UWH 

• 24 – Book Club meets in the Thayer Room at 7:00 pm 

• 30 - Newcomers’ Committee Meeting at 11:30 am in Thayer Room 
May… 

•   1 – Youth Leadership Meeting 

•   3 – Epiphany Dinner in Dorchester/leave at 2:30 pm 

•   5 – Young Parents Meeting 

•   6 – Spring Clean-Up Day 

• 15 – Book Club meets in the Thayer Room at 7:00 pm 

• 21 – Bishop Gayle Harris Visit 

• 25 – Feast of the Ascension 

• 29 – Memorial Day 
June… 

•   4 - Pentecost 

• 11 – Trinity Sunday 

•           Parish Picnic 

•           Middle School Youth Year End Party 
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The Rector, Wardens, Vestry and Staff of 
 St. John the Evangelist Church wish everyone 

a Blessed Holy Week and a Joyful Easter. 
 

 
The Resurrection, by Albrecht Durer c.1510 
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PARISH STAFF 
The Rev. Timothy E. Schenck, Rector 

The Rev. Noah Van Niel, Curate 
Sister Adele Marie Ryan, SSM, Priest Associate 

The Rev. Robert Edson, Rector Emeritus & Pastoral Associate 
Elisabeth C. Gray, Organist/Choirmaster 

Jeremiah Cossa, Sunday Evening Musician 
Thomas M. Daley, Parish Verger 

Alexis MacElhiney, Church School Director 
Evelyn Sophia Czaja, Administrative Assistant 

Amsale G. Faye, Bookkeeper 
Dorothy Manley, Sexton 
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